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Self Care and Social Skills
You can help your child practice these skills at home: 
· Putting on and zipping their coats on their own
· Blowing their nose
· Tying shoes
 
* Be sure your child has weather appropriate dress, including a jacket. It may be helpful to dress in
layers because there are many different temperatures across the rooms of the building.
 
* Extra clothes – If your child has extra clothes in his/her classroom, please change them out with
seasonal clothes. We will do this again in the spring as well. We thank you for your continued support
at home!

Writer's Workshop
We begin our Narrative Writing unit this month. This unit begins with teaching the students what it is
like to be an "author." The students will learn how to think about a topic, draw it, and do their best
approximation of writing by adding phonetically spelled labels, and words to their illustrations. If you
would like to write with your child at home, an easy way to do this is to start by having them illustrate
something that they did in school that day. Then, have them add labels and/or words that match the
illustration. Try not to spell words for your child. For now, it is best that they write down the sounds
that they hear in the words they are writing. For example, it is developmentally appropriate for your
child to write "GAM" for the word "GAME" or "FND" for the word "FRIEND." Take a look at the
kindergarten writing sample that is shown below. This is an example of a student who has written a
story about playing in a soccer game. Notice there are some labels within the illustration and the
words 'soccer game' written on the line. Although there are a few labels and words on the detailed
drawing, this student would be able to tell a story about her soccer game. She is well on her way to
becoming a writer!



Reader's Workshop
In Reader’s Workshop this month we will be learning how to use words and pictures to help us identify
parts of a story.We will be identifying the characters, setting, plot, events, and key details in a text by
using pictures and words to help. We will be able to ask and answer comprehension questions about
the text as well as ask ourselves questions to help us understand the story better.
 
The students will learn how illustrations/pictures help them retell and understand a story. We will use
the pictures in a text to �nd out how the characters feel, what they are doing, the setting of the story
and to help us compare character experiences. They will also identify words that rhyme and repeating
words in a text.

Math Workshop
Shapes! Shapes! Shapes! In Math Workshop, November is all about shapes: 2-dimensional (�at)
shapes and 3-dimensional (solid) shapes. Students will be investigating and learning to identify and
describe shapes including circles, squares, rectangles, and triangles and their solid counterparts:
spheres, cubes, cylinders, and cones. We will be identifying these shapes by the number of sides and
corners (vertices). We will recognize them in the real world. Students will also come to realize that a
certain shape remains that shape, no matter the size or orientation.
 
Modeling shapes from different materials will also provide more hands-on exploration in addition to
drawing them. Students will also compose simple shapes into larger ones. We will take a Shape



Scavenger Hunt to search Woodland School for shapes in our school.
Kindergarteners will continue to classify and sort objects including shapes, and to count the number
of objects in a category and then resort categories by count.
 
How can you help?
 
 

Encourage your child to �nd shapes around your home and around town
Build shapes from materials (pipe-cleaners, toothpicks , yarn)
Let your child draw pictures made out of shapes
Have your child describe similarities and differences between shapes

Handwriting and Phonics
Handwriting Without Tears
We are nearing the completion of teaching and practicing correct formation of uppercase letters. Each
lesson uses speci�c language and wooden pieces to introduce how the letter is formed. For example,
"big line down, frog jump up, little line across the top, little line across the middle", resulting in the letter
"F"
 
The same language is used when practicing the letter formation on small chalkboards for "Wet, Dry,
Try". First, a wet sponge cube is used to trace the chalk letter. Next, a small cloth is used to trace and
dry the letter and last, a small piece of chalk is used to write the letter again. This routine is repeated
several times for the letter. Paper and pencil practice is provided in the Handwriting Without Tears
workbook.
 
Ask your child where they start their letters - hopefully they'll tell you "at the top!"
 
Lively Letters
We have �nished introducing consonants, vowels and consonant digraphs using "Lively Letters". Each
letter is embedded in a picture that shows what the mouth is doing when the sound is produced. A silly
story, song and motions are also provided. These help students to distinguish and remember the
sound/letter relationship.
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Wet, Dry, Try Practicing the
quiet tongue
tapping sound.

An example of the
letter cards.

We will continue to review and practice each sound individually, as well as listen for and identify the
sounds in words.

Science and Social Studies
November brings the start of our Science and Social Studies units of study. Our �rst unit is, “Our
Community.” For some, the kindergarten year is their �rst experience of being in a group beyond their
family. It’s our goal as a kindergarten class to become a community that cares for each other and
supports a love of learning. A supportive learning community creates things together, gives each other
feedback on their work, and solves problems as a group.
 
In “Our Community,” children and teachers continue to build relationships and form the foundation for
an interdependent community of learners, strong language, and good habits that will grow
throughout the year. When children are part of a strong community, they are better able to handle
challenges that they will encounter in school and beyond. During this unit, we will also learn about our
local communities. We will even enjoy a �eld trip to the Southwick Fire Station and we will visit the
Granville Scoop in the spring.
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